Farmland Birds delivery through the Campaign for the Farmed Environment (CFE).

Putting the right options in the right place and managing them in the right way will deliver all three themes of the CFE: resource protection, farmland birds and other farmland wildlife.

The Farmland Bird Indicator is made up of 19 species that need farmers and farmland. Other species seen on farmland are generalists that use other habitats. In reality, there is a gradation from specialists to generalists, and it is the extreme farmland specialists that have declined the most. The CFE measures for farmland birds will benefit all of the declining species on the Indicator.

For the first time, all of the evidence on solutions for farmland bird recovery has been examined to determine how much habitat farmland birds need: the Farmland Bird Package for Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) and the CFE.

The Farmland Bird Package.

The Farmland Bird Package can be delivered by choosing options to meet the following three requirements per 100 ha of arable farmland:

1. In-field nesting habitat – choose one of:

a. 20 skylark plots in winter cereals E,C
b. 1 ha fallow plot for ground-nesting birds* E,C
c. 1 ha extended over-wintered stubbles* E
d. 1 ha overwintered stubbles followed by summer fallow C
2. Winter (seed) food – choose one or a combination of:

a. 2 ha wild bird seed mixture E,C
b. 5 ha overwintered stubbles (with no pre-harvest glyphosate or herbicides before 14 February) E,C
c. 5 ha of whole-crop silage followed by overwintered stubbles E
3. Summer (insect) food – 1 ha made up of one or a combination of the following options as a network around the farm:

a. Unfertilised cereal headlands E
b. Unharvested cereal headlands E,C
c. Uncropped cultivated margins E,C
d. Nectar flower mixtures E,C
e. Low-input cereal followed by overwintered stubbles* E
f. Undersown spring cereals E
g. Sown wildflower headlands C
E = option in ELS and also contributes to the CFE

C = option available as a CFE voluntary measure outside of ELS

*  = new ELS option available from Feb 2010

